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STATE OF THE GROTTO ADDRESS

’lell, I'm Prez now for awhile and I can't wait to do lots of
things. &So far we've put some order into the meetings, passed a
revised constitution, come out with this second publication and
done a lot of caving. We now have stringent Membership Require-
ments (Not really that badl!). I suppose you could say Robins
Rift is a project of ours although I don't know what Ed Ricketts
would say to that! HMost of my biggest plans have been completed
except for training seesions which will occur this fall. I would
like to see us do some more caving so evergone get your gear to-
gether and I'll see you underground!

Mike Artz NSS 19309 MUSG
president 1981
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HOW TO GET WET IN ONE EASY LESSON:
GO0 TO LOCKRIDGE'S AQUA

As most everyone knows, the MUSG held it's fourth annual
Spring Fling April 3-5 at the campground located near Marshall's
Cave and Lockridge's Agqua in Highland County, Virginia. It was a
weekend of partying and intense caving trips. Friday night saw
a 2 1/2 hour trip of thirteen people intc Marshall's Cave and
Saturday an excavation crew went to Robin's Rift and 14 people,
including beginners went to Breathing on a long, 5 hour trip.
But to me, the most exciting trip was the 45 minute excursion to
Lockridge's Aqua. ‘

For many years I had been hearing that Leckridge's Aqua
a nice sized cave with a large stream and a submerged entrance
and I had always wanted to see the cave {(almcst as much as 1
want to go to Russia and kiss the Krenlin's feeti). iHa, fellow
cavers, at one time I tco was chicken tc esplore tight passages

and tc even think of dangling a little tos in cold cave water
let 2lone immerse my whole body, well, anybody who did that got
the Purple Padge of POH“age! But now bheins *lie masozhist I am,
I truly was interesced in looking at leacs*®t rast the eptrance

e
room! The only problem was-—nobody I wnew from tvhe Spring Fling
had ever been in the cave, I suppose the eanlrance turns away
many “hard core' cavers!

Oae only has to look at the streazm resurging from Lockridge's
Aqua (also known as Refrigerator Springs) to crealize that to
even think of entering this cave, ore must get vet, and upon ob-
serving the entrance, all fears are confirmed! Thers are two en-
trances, one completely submerged and carrying all of the stream
and the other a small horizontal tube clout two to three feet in
diameter with about 12 to 14 inches of wir space., This second
entrance is the easiest one to enter, obviously, but it is small
and all the air movement in the cave is chanaeled through this
hole so that the water that partially submerges the passage has
small ripples in it. One look at this and the wotivation fator
nceded to enter greatly increases! Also, feeling the cold blasts
of air hitting you as you bend down to look for a possible beach
makes you realize why the cave is alsc known as Refrigerator
Springs (this we discovered, wasn't the only reason as we sub-

merged our bedias in tqat 40° (?) wa+tzr)! Now upon reading how
grim and forbidading this cave is (1n ay opinion), perhaps you
should knuow why we dszci ﬂed to o do it

Upowa returaing fron Ronbinta RAT:, Bruce Beard, Gazrrlie Rouse
(VPI), and uyself fclt tha*t Spriug Fliing wonrldnt't he cowplete or

for that matter our conszlcences wouldn't be satiefled without one
more cutrzgious caving trin., wWe somehow decided upc. Lockzridge's
Aqua cr rather somebody, s2wehow, interpreted our mumblings (we
all had ocur feet in cur meuth Now, upon & comm lttcl by werd

of mouth, we had to explore the cave.
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As we neared the entrance, up popped Eric Anderson and Bill
Shipman, two other VPI cavers who gave moral support as
they watched us. Bruce was the first brave soul of the three
of us to prove his manhcod. After watching him trying to catch
his breath upon submerging his chest, we all knew it wouldn't
be long before he returned. And it wasn't! After his hasty
return he mentioned thaet he had been moving along a ledge and
after the ceiling rose, the ledge dropped but the bottom of the
lake inside the entrance wasn't visible and nor could he feel
it. Thls, with the fact that he had had trouble adjusting to
the water temperature caused his retreat.

Belng the most experienced person present, I felt it my
responsibility to attempt this extraordinary feat. I have
always felt that it is better to become use to cold water before
comb1erelj submerging your body, s¢ this wns the approach I used.
Upun Loodmi ng acclimated I entered the c¢ive, raached the
polnt: as:Bruce had’ but.azbout 20 feer:awdv. I néticed a bea
I ciamberéd upon somé protruding ledies:with every part o
becdy cut ¢f the water except my Ffeet, 'I.waited:here ti
joined nme E.x are i@ had the same problem c
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areas again. I noticed that Garrie WaS'becoming slightly cold
so we kept moving till ‘we reached the entrance. It cannot be
described what a relief it.was to hear Bruce's _voice on the other
side of the entrance and we were happy to discover the water
wasn't nearly as cold going back through. Because Garrie was
relatively cold and because . this was his first experience with
watér, we let him go through first and then I followed. The
warm Spring air was enjoyable as it hit me when I exited and I
knew then thatvi'wbuld.betback;to Lockridge Aqua to see whatever
is left to see. Realizing that the stream happens to be one of
the main resurgences of ‘the Butler Cave Sinking Creek System, -

" I'm sure that Lockridge's Aqua has been thoroughly explored and
I.also realize that the terminal upstream sump has been dove
for over .100 yeads with no.air passage in sight. One should
assume that.,all leads have been pushed, but just for the sake of
becoming adjusted to stream passage where you must get wet in
order to explore, I recommend Lockridge's.Aqua for the person
who wants to get a little experience.- I know it was one for
Bruce, Garrie, and myself!

- Mike Artz

EDITOR'S NOTE: A return trip was organized on Memorial Day
‘Weekend and with the aid of wetsuits, Bob Carts, Stan Carts,
Dave Thorpe, Ed Ricketts, Jaime Reep, Doug Molineaux, Bob

"Ebaugh, and Mike Artz explored the cave. As there were only

four wetsuits to go around there were two separate trips. Both
groups pushed the cave to the terminal sump which was twice as
far back as the point where Mike and Garrie turned back. Alseo

it should be mentioned that everybody on these return trips should
‘be given the lable of "hard-core" as the entrance had only two
inches of air space. Check elsewhere in this issue for

another trip report on Lockridge's Aqua by Jaime Reep!

WH/&T AKE \ IT'™TRY mé.‘l’b G| TE DEOPLE ALWAYS HAD T
| FROM LCH Teuwty  [PEPLE WOIDJTE
Dﬁ')&? s COWHDgT " | | Do HALE THE INTERESTWG
| HINGS THEY DO N
AR ‘
(&

cEEMmS APPROPRIATE BECAUSE OF 1T'S
BEinG THE ANSWER To THE ’@oemm
Ny Do You GO cAuNGS"
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CAVING ACTIVITY APRIL 1981 to June 14, 1981

Cave Date Comments

3D Maze March 27 Brian, Greg, Bonnie. Two new
cavers, three hours.

Glade March 28 Paul, Dwight, Bruce, Dana.

Editor: 3 guys and 1 girl—
never know what tcok them five
hours. Five hours!
Chimney Rocks April 2 Mike Artz, Bocb Carts. 5.k
route with 5.£ move! Didn't
make the pinnacle
Seneca Rocks March 28 - 29 Bob Curts, Mike Balenger, Skip ?
Blaise Barry, Kelly Smith,
, Debbie ?, Eddie Begocn, Chris ?
R R R R A e L R RS XA R R L Rt Rehh d ok ch

SPRING FLING April 3 - 5 MUSGer's and VPIer's, and PSCer's

Marshall's April 3 13 MUSGer's. Nice cave with
lotsa f¢rmations, even complete
with 2 stream. 3 1/2 hours.

Brcathing April 4 14 MUSGer's., Found lst water-
fall. 5 1/2 hours.

Lockridge Aqua April 4 Mike Artz, Bruce Beard, Garrie

' Rcuse. Cold as shit! Wet too.

45 minutes.

Rcbint's Rift April 4 Mike Artz, Bob Carts, Bruce

Beard, Gary Rodgers, Eric
Anderson, Garrie Rouse, Bill
Shipman. Lotec of digging to be
done.

Chimney Rccks April 9 Mike Artz, Bob Carts, Mike
Balenger. Made the pinnacle.

Seneca Rocks April 11 - 12 HMike Balenger, Bob Carts, Gary
Rodgers, Patti Barnes, Rich
Whittington.

Trout April 11 Mike Artz Bruce Beard, Elizabeth
Connor. Dug thrcugh 25 feet
of Virgin cave. BElowin' air.
Three and 1/2 hour trip.

Sinnit~Thorn Mt. April 11 Mike Artz, Bruce Beard, Elizabeth
Ccnnor. Thorn Mountain is now
cated! Explcred above water-

fall. Saw lotsa cave cn a b 7
hcur trip but didn't see it all.
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Glade

Hone Quarfy

Newberry-Bane's

New River Cave

Clover Hcllow

Fools Face

Un-named caves

in Broadway

Spring Hollow

Vewberry

Buddy Penley's

Robin's Rift

April

April

‘April

April

April

April

May 2

May 9

May 10

May 23

14

18

25

25

25

26

22

Temmy Reller and Lenny Etche.

Bob Carts, Mike Artz, Mike
Harris, Keith ? All of us did
the Monkey and lMike A. lead an
2aid cverhang. : ,

Bob Carts, Mike 2Artz, Eric
Anderson, Bill Shipman, Richard
Brubaker, Fred Holmes, foseann
Noermandy. Did ccnnection trip
through Dusty Crawls <n 5 hour
trip. %xited via Banes (2 cf us)
Bill's Rappell, and Devils
Staircase.

Bob Ebaugh, Blaise Barry. Neat
cave. 3 1/2 hour trip above.
waterfall,

Jaime Reep, Mike Keep, Ed Gerow
Cris Paulscn, Roberta Swice=-
gocod and others, Six hours,.

Bob Carts, Mike Artz and Cther
MUSGer's., Good so0lid rock.

Jaime Reep, Paul Clifford,
Tommy Roller. Two small caves,.
It was very interesting explo-
ing the second one!

Mike Artz, Bcb Carts, Mike.
Balenger, Eric Anderson, Blaise
Farry. TFive hcurs with lots of
wet crawling, wet waterfall drop
on etriers tied together. Yuk
cavel

Bob Carts, Eric Anderson, Mike
Artz, TFinished 40' lead climb
and found 600 feet of virgin
passage on six hour trip.

Blaise Barry. Fooled around
entrance passages and explcred
lots of winding passages. 1 hr.

Hest of MUSGer's, PSC'ers,
DCGer's. Turned Robin's Rift
intc Fort Apache. Moved the

big rock and tons of dirt. May-
be next time!



Lockridge's Aqua

Lockridzoe's Aqua

Robins Rift

Seneca Rocks

Key Cave
Hellhocle
llarper's
Secneca Rocks

Buzzard's Rcost

Pugh's Run Quarry

Seneca Rocks

Church Rocks

Chimney Rocks

Seneca Rocks

nay

May

May

liay
May
Hay
oy

Hay

iley

June

June

June

June

23

23

24 - 25

25

28
29
29

2Q

30

30

13

23

Bob Cafts, Dave Thorpe, and

. Jaime Reep ©on.a three hour

trip. Wetsuits helped alot!
Lxplored the entire cave.

Stan Carts, liike Artz, Ed
Ricketts, Doug llolineaux, Bob
Ebaugh on a three hour trip!

ilore digging with the same
crew as on the 23rd.

Bob Carts, Dave Thorpe.

Bob Carts,and Dave Thorpe on a
two hour trip.

Bob Carts and Dave Thorpe drop-
ped entrance on a 1 hour trip.

Bob Carts and Dave Thorpe. Two
hour trip.

Bob Carts and Dave Thorpevs
Dave took his first fall (10 ft)

Mike Artz and VWalter Lundblad
checked rocks on Massanutten
Mt. near Waterlick. Looks
good with lots of potential
cracks. -

Mlike Artz and Walter Lundblad
top roped on limestone. Fairly
solid rock.

dike Aptz and Valter Lundblad
did Skyline Traverse and LSD.

1ike ArtZ and Valter Lundblad
did some good overhangs, dy
new shces work like a charm.

ilike Artz and Paul Clifford,
and Bear! Ied Groin Grip and
top-roped BM and hiked around
the rocks.

Bob Carts and ilike Balenger on
a new rope and some good
routes!



Robins FRift Jurne 14 ifike Artz, Bob Carts, Mike
Balenger and loads of PSCers
finally dug the cave open! On a
twe hour trip Dick Sanford,
Miles Drake, Mike Duncan and

‘Mike Artz began the survey of
the Cathedral ESpring Cave
System. We surveyed the en-
trance room down to A6 for 13
stations, explored for =2
second entrance and exited.
Later that afterncon Bob Carts,

 Mike Artz, Ed Ricketts, and
Dick Sanford reentered to ex-
plore and survey a crawl that

night be excavated for a
second entrance. WYe set 12
more stations for .a total of
25. Found 90 foot virgin pit.
Came back tc entrance and Eob
exited. Entrance collapsed and
rescue ensucd with Ed, !Mike a&nd
Dick trapped. Ve were scon
dug out or I wouldn't be
writing this! '

MARSHALL'S TRIP

a At or near 9 p.m. on April 3, 1981, Mike Artz, Mike Balinger,
Jaime Reep, Gary Rodgers, Paul Clifford, Tommy Roller, Lenny
Etcho, Mike Reep, Cris Paulson, and five others whem names I can-
not recall, and myself, Bruce Beard, entered MHarshall's Cave en
mass for a quick tourist trip to kick off thHe Madison University
Student Grotto's Spring Fling Caving Weekend.

Jaime, Gary, Mike, and Bruce moved quickly to the back to
avoid the rush. Once there, we explored a half a dozen main
leads. Three of them involved climbs and died out; the other
three funneled into stream crawls and we wimped out. Vowing to
gather our wool clothing and harden ocur reserve for a return trip,
we quickly exited after only a three hour trip. Two memorable
nmoments cf the trip included rookie caver Patti soaking when she
slipped and fell tc her chest in the stream while traversing
over it and tne unsavory and foul smelling Momento some nerd had
left inexcusably in the main passage on a previous trip. Other
than that, though, it was a good trip and a fine beginning to an
outstanding weekend.

- Bruce Béard
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CLIABING FOR FUN & TERROR:
A CAVER'S IMPRLS‘ICN 0T ROCK-CLIMEING

it all Started in Dev1l s Lole Cave in our very own Rocking-
ham County.‘ Several of ‘us. rappelled into the 80 foot entrance
pit. ' Having foéorgotten my helmet, light, coveralls, and vertical
gear, I felt compelled to stay near the entrance pit where at
least scme light filtered down while the others explered the short
cave, 1 wondered if the pit could be climbed without goimng

straight up the rope.: Itididn't look too hard so, with a single
Gibbs pelay I climbed up via a short traverse. No problem! I
rappelled back down using the suicide carabiner brake bar method

cemmon to climbers. With smoke coming off my glove I made &
mental note to bring my rack next time. I then decided to try to
climb the small overhang one had to rappel over when descending
the pite This proved to be much nore difficult than the traverse,
but tne thought of hanging free on one Gibbs until the others re-
turned proved to be sufficiently motivating to complete the climb,
Afterwards I rappelled back down for the third time.

In Douglas's Caves of Virginia, the map of Devil's Hole
shows a high lead sixty feet above the base of the entrance pit.
Naturally I felt the urge to try to climb it. About twenty feet
above the floor the urge suddenly became extinguished while hang-
ing on an aid sling under a small but omnious overhang. I
daydreamed about the c¢climb for the next three days and could omnly
csee myself gaining two or three feet e ch trip, but I felt the
calling!

After nct having made the c¢limb on my first try, I had to return
On they next trip I reached the previous point on the climb and
zipped up the entire 60 feet having quelled my mild acrophobia.

I briefly checked out the dead end crawl and returned to the top
of the c¢climb, A feeling of euphoria came over me that lasted for
at least a week., It was.all over, the climbing junkie had had his
first «fix. i _

Since my first encounter in Devil's FKole, most of my spare
time has been spent in the winter sunlight, Local c¢limbing areas
in the valley seemed overlooked by established climbers. lNew
Market Gap was one of my first climbing areas. Being a caver,
the numerous loose and rotten rocks seemed to be .a normal part
of the climbing situation. Other climbers had written the cliffs
off 'as too¢ loose te be worth anything. ‘f+ef a few lead climbs
done with partners learning to belay on the spot, I surmised
that they might of had a point.

The next month was spent lead cllmblnc on a 9mm rope at
WOotlj local climbin areas like thnney Rocks and Hone Quarry's
lover's leap. I never really considered top-roping single pitch
climbs. My experience caving had taught me that cavers cannot
afford to fall in a cave, as even a slight injury could cause ex-
treme difficulty. Thie philosophy was carried over to my climbing,
the rope and the protection points were only a token safety
measure,
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». Eventually:-the 1nev1table hapj
pened.. The grotto- planned‘a trip,:
to. Seneca ‘Rocks to rappeland ascend
a-300 foot" .drop (cav1ng style) to
train new-members. We .stopped by
the Io¥ 1mbers shop-and packed up
some supplles 1ncludlng a new. gulde—
book,. While 'readingiit, one.route
caught my . eye., There-was .a 265 foot
easy- cllmb on the . Southern Plllar.
What the hell “I-had:a few chocks
and: our trusty 9mm rope. After the
elimb I realized. why. climbers. carry
+all. that gear' they : 'really need it!

: Doubts about the 9mm. rope began
to surface in. my mind on the -last:
60 feet of the climb. Seneca Rocks
seemed to Be a fun, but serious
pPlace to cllmb. - fepk

; Cllmblng locally and at Seneca-
-Rocks durlng the week and after '
cav1‘g _trips Proved o s%flsfz the
"urge. W An’ 1lmm rope was substi-
tuted. for 0ld faithful because real
cllmbers told us it'was insane to
lead on a 9mm rope. The amount
of gear necessary on a long climb.
became evident. The climbing shops
at Seneca Rocks, ‘Blacksburg, and
Northern Virginia loved us for.
cleaning out their slow moving win-
‘ter inventory of climbing gear.:
Mike Artz and his Master ‘Charge Card.
proved time and time. -again the
consumptionist attitude of the
American College Student.

As winter slowly let loose it's
grip on the mountains, I found mny =+
self leaving the - down jacket behind
and not having. to clear ice out of
chock cracks. Spring Break at JMU
arrived along with"a planned paradise
—five days at Seneca Rocks. .We. -
cranked seven pitches the first day.
As a caver, climbing ethics ‘go only
as far as not totally destroying the
rock. Aldlng off of fixed pins and
especially using the knee hold are
considered fair game.

e
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The next day proved to be cold and windy but we did two sub-
stant'}; overhangs in the wind. This is when I noticed two advan-
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"poofWiiR BRYLPESCRBARSyAE LBRpYatiayalgnpthetReBberpahavehencriry
£%884:09%408cE10e S8neland iBadhe1smBs ifhpifhvss aseenBlaksbarg
nh92 be2h HRUEPtEKBRARNWRBpecmMBEcE¢ndaignacWiphssageralaonber very
EYRPERE TRt 83 t2E S8N8edng FavestiimbeaintPigbolepnesraBlacksburg
1%E ReSRpuRdentakgRrinplinbey chatkndisgriay Rassageived ndwng
&E%a%%31§8g§15%8giénkewa&gén%ﬁaﬁlaék@daategay t28mbfaanifAthiant
BLPS tft1ME 18R 3 S8R gRbePUMDIEAGRRe N s noRRINgARgSbaericed glang .
LED RL1BLBY oFngiznt14agPertiatiBekenabneany edikk dnnighteere
3% BREn3PEpTELRaChiTReBres(bditannsepetaaiting hacliacaagiane
¥ase b¢ RehtlarThBeukeelingnefpiseiationronlihbingckpeidnménsearable
B35 ReoR BeRIACREPA S ARYBRAGT gelipbeny ivgli thig wRekdud?at the
base of popular routes, "The benefits of climbing are immeasurable
to one's soul, but in anybody gogpg cavirgntbigowegkedd?
OLD TIMER's REUNION o Bob Carts NSS 20509
ir One of the premier caying functions that attracts cavers from
PEL %5%%kt%eR%%%§%Ni§ the 0ld Timers Reunion held near Elkins,
West YA%gihikhe Pawyled cFpitmhakunetierent b3t int tndc hanga news ofieen
abt queR thetghltnis FaecRidnlimenerReuniopabalidsyespelbblympics,
1228,V inabhie nuManEnald ofnierds adtiags ¢en pata inhded fesnyviey ovears
R34 o P DAYE B etk af WRGT ik re 'Thare aak e, P30l avs ts peleo hpmpies ,
ﬁ%%%tﬁﬁﬁﬁﬁsunm%%{%o%n%fl%gﬁtO%a%@wing trips. This festivity occurs
over Labor Day Weekend but there's_.a catch, you must be a member
(continued on bottom of next pagc?7 ' '
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TROUT/SINNIT-THORN MOUNTAIN,
ALL IN ONE DAY!

On April 11, 1981, Mike Artz, Elizabeth Ccnnor, and I,

Bruce Beard, left JMU for West Virginia and Trout and Sinnit Cave.
At 10 a.m., we entered Trout Cave, heading for the back, where

the PSC had supposedly started and abandoned a dig in the never-
ending quest tc cennect Trout and Hamilton Caves., HMike and I

dug for a couple hours, made zbout 25 feet of progress and then
rejoined Elizabeth and exited the cave at 2 p.m. after a four

hour trip.

After a filling and welcome lunch at Thompscn's (in Franklin)
we drove tc Sinnit, where we planned to explore the area behind
the Waterfall Room (which is reached by a rather obscure climb
and bellycrawl that Mike and I had discovered and partially
explored two week's earlier. The cave back there, while far
from being virgin, is not well known and neither of us had ever
been back there before.) and then take Elizabeth through the
Connection to Thern Mountain. ‘

But first, we had to hike up to the Thern Mountain entrance
pit, which we had heard was gatcd for the summer. " We found the
gate to be in place but unlocked and we hiked back down, dressed
and entered Sinnit at 6:30 p.m. We moved quickly back to the
Waterfall Rocm, slowing only to bypass a huge lU-member, all ages
and sizes caving party in the main section of the strcam passage.

We spent a sclid three hcurs exploring the remote sections
beyond the Waterfall Room (which were far more extensive than we
had guspected) and found: a balcony cverlooking the Waterfall,

_the stream above the Waterfall, a couple of substantial rooms,

2 number of climbs and crawlways and a whole lot of mud. The
cave was more wet than usual and we found three kinds of mud
(i.c. the knnd you can walk through, the kind you must crawl
through and the kind you can climb). It seemed to be everywhere!
Still, we were tired but cheerful when we turned back and exited
via the Silo, the Big Room, the Connection and Thorn Mountain,
where we emerged at midnight.

Elizabeth, on her first day caving, had spent ¢ 1/2 hours
underground and was quite tired. Indeed, all of us were ready
for dinner and bed as we stumbled down the hill to our car,
where Mike and I vowed to return next fall, as scon as the bats
finish nursing and the gates are unlocked.

, - Bruce Beard

EDITOR'S NOTE: Trout was, on April 11, not ccnsidered a closed
cave for those of you who might be wondering. Also, the

25 feet of cave was virgir ind althecugh it's blowing a consider-
able amount of air, it looks very doubtful!

OTR continued-

of the Robertson Association to attend. It only costs $1 and you're
a lifetime member, To join contact Hester Nettles, The Robertson
Aceociation 11329 Fairfax Drive Great Falls, VA 22066. Or contact

a grotto chairman or someone who may have an application form,
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AN UPDATE AT ROBINS RIFT

During the Spring and early Summer of this year, !NUSGers
have aided Ed Ricketts in his ambitious project of reopening
Robins Rift in Bath County Virginia.  The first serious digging
trip took place during our Spring Fling Weekend at Aqua Campsite.
Several VPI cavers have also helped out with a full day of hard
work accompanied by the voluminous consumption of beer. Those
efforts resulted in the opening of a 10 by 5 inch hole that
blasted enticing amounts of cold air. The Potomac Speleological
Club planned a massive, full scale cave construction project dur-
ing the three day Memorial Weekend. Over the weekend a circus-
like atmosphere pervaded as scores of people in and around the
huge sinkhole shored up the very unstable walls directly above
the digging area so that the "diggers" could work without having
tons of dirt falling around them. The weekend ended with a small
hole approximately the same size as the one opened earlier bhut
about 10 feet deeper in the hole. For a superb story of this
trip, see the June issue of The Potomac Caver.

On the weekend of June 13, a much smaller group of cavers
returned to the site to hopefully finish up the dig. The fruits
of countless man-~-hours and labor paid off on Saturday as a person
sized hole was opened up directly beneath a shaky looking boulder
that was estimated to weigh not less than five tons. The boulder
seemed to be supported by loose dirt and rock around the sides.
On Saturday night, a commando trip was underta en to acquire a
1800 pound item that was intended to help stabilize the entrance
area. The mission was secret so the details must remain sketchy.

Sometime on Sunday morning a decision was made to enter the
cave as it was in an attempt to locate another possible entrance
close by by surveying to other high areas of the cave near the
existing sinkhole. The trip was intended to be as rapid as poss-
ible. After many morbid jokes to relieve tension, Mike Duncan,
Mike Artz, Dick Sanford, and iMiles Drake descended on a short lad-
der drop under the "mother boulder” to begin the survey. Their
progress was slowed by the extremely unstable conditions ot the
entrance room along with water pouring off of the ceiling. About
two and a half hours later, the four exited the cave via the
crawl under the boulder. They all agreed that the cave was dan-
gerous, wet, cold, and gross. Miles Drake had become slightly
hypothermic and was glad to get out into the steamy hot weather.
The survey was not completed but like Artz had found an upper
level lead that contained some surface debris. The survey
needed to be finished so another survey party was put together.

Having seen the first party emerge without trouble, my nega-
tive judgement on the dubious entrance area melted away in hopes
of seeing the cave that had been closed for six years. Miles
quickly agreed to let me go in his place. The new survey group
consisted of Ed Ricketts, Dick Sanford, Mike Artz, and myself,

I descended on belay and probed around while the others down

30



climbed the ladder. The cave did not appear to be as nasty as
thé others described. Other than the very loose condition of the
entrance room, the cave seemed bo be your standard miserable, wet,
muddy cave. The small entrance room opened vertically into a large
room where our group picked up the last survey station and con-
tinued horizontally in quite sizable passage for several stations.
Care was taken .to avoid the numerous holes in the floor leading
to the lower levels. Socon we were in semitortuous breakdown
‘heading up th the higher level in which Mike Artz had found a
lead. The lead ended up being non-passagle but continued almost
~directly up. - After a brief rest, we quickly scraleed down into
the breakdown after the survey was concluded.

- The area was like Swiss Cheese and involved squeezing into
holes. and backing out. While in a small alcove under what we
had just surveyed, I was looking around for another way to make
upward progress. One side of the alcove was blowing a lot of air
through a three inch slot. I started pulling rocks and gravel
out of the slot and Mike Artz joined me. After enlarging the hole,
I squeezed into the hole but backed out so I could inhale once
again. = Mike pushed through the tight squeeze without his helmet
on while I enlarged the hole and followed. We climbed down about
twenty feet to the top of a pit which I'ike guesstimated to be 60
feet deep. We found out later this pi* may be the Marvel Dome
(?) discovered from a lower level when the cave was open before.
Ed and Dick were getting anxious to leave the cave so Mike and 1
joinéd them and headed out. Dick arrived at-the base of the drop
first and began to tie intc the belay rope for the ladder climb.
I decided not to use a belay feeling it was not necessary and
asked Dick if he minded if I went out first. He said to go ahead
and I zipped up the ladder. At the top of the ladder, I paused
.to remove my pack before the squeeze between the rocks. I made
‘an effort to move smoothly in the area under the boulder and then
‘stood up in the bottom of the hole. I turned around seconds after
getting clear of the entrance and watched in dismay as several
hundred pounds of dirt and rock proceeded to rumble down into the
area I had just squeezed through. While screaming "Rock!' down
the hole to the others, the entire entrance area was vibrating as
I made a hopeless effort to slow the collapse with my arms. After
about eight seconds of steady slides, the movement stopped. The
situation initially looked very depressing. The belay line and
ladder were buried under dirt and rock. The squeezeway had closed
leaving only smaller. secondary holes. I couldn't help briefly
thinking what would have happened if I had taken an extra five
seconds in the crawlway. I could talk to the three still in the
cave through the small holes and I tried to explain the situation
calmly, telling them to stay clear and it would be a little while
before they could climb out. Ed replied '"Okay® and Mike Duncan
ran down the hole and I explained exactly what had happened. He
decided to call a rescue. A collapse had been anticipated and an
envelope in Ed's van had all the instructions for calling a major
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rescue. A flurry of activity began as Gregg Clemmer went off to
call for help. Mike Duncan took over immediately, instructing
those of us on the:surfaceftd cut additicnal shoring and braces
to stab lize the area. I was shaken up pretty good and was
worried that the ehtrance would se . up completely. As shifting
noises continued from behind the shoring timbers, I ran around
and gathered up some space blankets. These were sent down the
hole right away and later a pack of food was sent dotrn also.
Mike Duncan, and latthev Peletier assembled the braces as we cut
them and brought them down in the sinkhole. With the entrance
temporarily semi-stabilized, we pulled a large rock out of the
only remaining holes. This increased the size of the hole big
enough so that Ed could make an effert to get out. Ld assisted
in further digging while wedged hanging on the now freer ladder.
He jammed his upper body thoough the hole and practically nlowed
his head and shoulders through. He emerged from the entrance and
we waited as the area was further stabilized. At this point it
was clear that Mike Artz could fit through the hole but Dick
Sanford would n:ver fit through with his nine inch chest. Ve
debated whether like should get out immediately to avoid entrapment
if the whole entrance area collapsed or if he should wait and keep
Dick company. Ld finally said that Mike himself should decide
so we yelled down the alternatives. Mike said he would wait with
Dick.

Further dlgglng using the boom rigged above the entrance
enlarged the nol¢ somewhat. Dick climbed up the ladder and deter-
mined that the hole was still too tight. After more digging,

Dick again looked out and s&id it seemed possible. Someone sugr
gested he remove his clothes first. He climbed down, discarded
his coveralls and shirt and tried again. He forced his way into

the hole and spent several minutes in the critical area of the
collapse gaining about two inches at a time with the help of

people pulling on him. Finally he emerged, shaking, with a huge
hysterical grin on his face. He was helped out of the hole and
someone ave him a beer. He continued to -smile with blue 1ips
Although muddy, he looked very happy. MNike Artz gathered all of
the gear at the base of t ladder and started to send it up before
easily climbing out four dnd a half hours after entering. The
rescue was immediately called c«ff. Everyone was very happy that
the situation had ended a& happily as it did and most people pro-
ceeded to drink beer and talk. Cavers from the area and Waynesboro
(SVG) had arrived at the scene very quickly. During the conver-
sations that followed it was peinted out that the incident had
dramaticz1lly illustrated that’ eﬂterlng the cave is very dangerous
and doing so without a back-up crew is utterly foolish.

- Bob Carts
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MEMBERSHIP RILOUIREMENTS

If you remember at the last two meetings of the year, we all
decided to accept the proposed constitution and therefore it is
now in effect! An Article that is of concern to you immediately
is Article III - lembership. It reads:

1, Regular llembership
a. rights, privelages, and eligibility requirements’
1) Full voting privelages
2) Entitled. to all publications of MUSG
3) lNay be a‘committee chairman but not an officer of MUSG
4) iust pay dues of [MUSC
5) Basic requirements must Lbe fulfilled
b. procedure for application :
1) Contact any member of the membership committee and
request applications for membership. ‘
2. Full dembership ; ’
a. rights, privelages, and eligibility requirements
1) Same as those of Regular Membership
2) HMHust be a member of the MNational Speleological Society
- 3) May be an officer of HUSG
b. procedure for applicaticn
1) . Same as. b,..Y) above
3. Student Membership _
a, wrights, privelages, and eligibility requirements
1) Open to all who are interested
2) Ho voting privelages
3) lio payment of dues required
b. procedure for applicaticn
1) Same as Lk, 1) above

Jaime and I have talked and we have decided upon some Membership
Requirements as there is no standing liembership & Training Commit-
tee. Pt

1. Spend at least 10 hours caving with at least 3 club members.
w2, Have a working knowledge of & carbide lamp
%3, Be vertically competent. i... rappell, ascend.
SRy, Be able tc belay properly
i 5, Have a reasonable cave pack 7
e, Know all required knmots. i.e. square, bowline,figuree eight,

prussik, butterfly, clove hitch, sheet bend, grapevine, and
tape knots.
*7. Be a member of PSC or VPI
8. Be endorsed by eigher a Regular or Ffull ifember.
% denotes that it must be confirmed by Vice President
%% denotes that it can be acquired at training sessions.
As it stands right now, like Artz, Bob Carts, Jaime Reep, and
Joey Fagan have met Full Membership Requirements while Bruce Beard
has met Regular requirements. If you think you have met these
above requirements, contact Jaime Reep at 780-5810 (703). A1l
of the knots you need to know are or the following pages!
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LOCKRIDGE'S AQUA

Oon Saturday, May 23, -Bob Carts,

by Jaime Reep Dave. Thorpe (0SC), and Jaimne Reep

tired of the Robims Rift dig™and de-
cided to do some caving. Because three
wetsuits were available, it was decided
it was the perfect opportunity to do Aqua
Cave. While walking to the .entrance we
boldly talked of jumping into the water
. and doing the duckunder in neck, deep
~water not thinking we'd really have to.
‘Upon reaching the cave we saw the old
entrance was completely submerged, the
new one had approximately two inches
of air space and the water was approx-
imately 40 to 45°F.! We weren't so
bold anymore! After five minutes of
acclimating to the water, Bob talked
Dave into entering’ the sik feot lOng
entrance slot. Without hc31tatlng
and with'a paracdhute cord "attachéd to
him for safety, Dave went in, said it
was a rush and that it wasn't' too hard.
Somehow Bob then managod to ‘talk:
Dave into exiting so that we could
see how bad it really was. A little
reluctantly,,Dave reemerged stating
that it was harder coming out. I
was still undecided on whether to
enter the cold, dark, water-filled
slot or to spend the rest of my
time in the warm afternoon air
. drinking cold beer. Dave and Bob -
were becoming impatient waltlng and were ready
to enter and began pleadlng with me to dec1de
quickly as they were becoming quit®’ cold. Ju%t
when I thought good judgement had prevailed
and I would be laying in the sun the rest of:
the day, I found myself inside the cavel Gozng‘
in was accomplished by floating on your back:
with your nose pressed up against the ceiling
and entering feet first. After about three feet with four" inches
of air space it gradually lowered to two inches. We were supposed
to keep talking as we floated through to ensure the others we wer
okay but I completely submerged and all that came out was a gurgle.
It was so celd and scary that I couldn't do anything but muster up
a feeble grunt anyway. It opened up 1mmed1ately into total dark-
ness but with lots of'alrspace. We swam to a bank about five feet
away, got our lights going and gear together and we were off! Most
of the cave is good sized, interesting, and you can avoid the cold
water most of the time after entering. The entrance was so exhil-
irating that I only had my mind on that scene. Getting out was
equally exciting as it was some of the best five seconds I can re-
member. I can't wait to go back and do it again, maybe when the
water is warmer, say 50°F.

36



e
ARTICLES OF INTEREST!

Hensley Cave, one of the better known caves in Shenandoah
County, Va is having a permanent face 1lift (also known as Pleasant
View Church Cave). Although it's well known for its' beautiful
formations it may be better kXnown for its' notorious 9 1/2 inch
wide vertical entrance (18ft.,). A h:l- four feet in diameter
was blasted through twenty feet of sclid rock with 100 sticks of
dynamite to an avenue in the cave t¢ provide a second entrance,
The owner of the cave is building a hcuse over the cave and plans
to heat and air condition his new house with cave air. He also

plans to plug up the old entrance bLui wouldn't he be better off
to keep it open for better circulaticn? Granted there afe critter
holes and other small air holes but ' Zcn't deem this sufficient

for his purpose. Nevertheless, we are boeginning talks with him
over gating the old entrance. Meanwhi'c If you want to see the
cave without gcing through the rigors of {he old entrance, better
come quick because it'll soon be plugg=i! Directions are in our

cave files.

The Cave Files have almost 100 c&'’:< in them. We need you

to check them out and write down any - caves and directions
to them and any others you know of! 7,!'y about 50 of the 100
have written down directicns. Help! ‘'f‘ike Artz has them during

the summer and Brooks Bozman will have them this coming school
year.’

-

Fall Ball will be held this fall wcst likely on the 25 =~
27 of September. It :ill be similar to Spring Fling but it
will be at Seneca Rockz. Bring friends! Lotsa big caves to cave
in and rock faces to :limb cn.

There may be a vertical trip to Hellkhole before it closes

" "September lst, Get your vertical rig together this surmer and

~ve'll do the 180" drop! If Hellhole falls through we'll do Sites.

Don'. forget the trips you are going on this summer., Ve
want to put them on ocur log and publish them in the Journ=al.
Please just write down the cave, the cavers on the trip, the date,
and’ how many hours spent in the cave and cuy comments you might
have about the trip. You can even send i%t on a post card! It's
cheaper!

CLAP-CLAP-CLAP-CILAF., Give yourselver a hand. Over a nine
month period we have lcgged as a club, approximatly 286 hours
underground, This doesn't include at least 25 trips that don't
even have an amount recorded. We definitely have reached over
300 hours! Next year lets outdo ourselves! Maybe a 60 hour trip
to Simmon's-lMingo, some 20 hour trips to Robins Rift now that it's
quasi-open, Banes «-Spring and Toohey Ridge, etc. may put us over.
Hew about it fellow cavers? 400 hours isn't that much!
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T-Shirts will be for sale starting about the 4th of July.
They will say Speleo Power with an exceleent drawing of a bat
by Hatt %agner. Prices will be about $6. They also will say
JMU Student Grotto on the front! Get your own short sleeve and
let the caving world know that MUSG is here! Limited edition of
25. If you want one, let Bob Carts know.

Can you believe it? Another festivity to attend! "Pig
Out" is a pig barbecue at Mike Artz' farm in Woodstock, Va.
We will have waterskiing, swimming, frisbee, a keg or two, a
trip to the notorious Hell's Crawl in Gochenour's Cave, fishing
and almost anything else we can plan to do! Ve may be camplng
but I cannot guarantee anything., There will be a beer and pip
fee and we would like to know whc's coming! Please contact
Mike Artz or Bob Carts socon! It should occur right after school
starts back as long as this doesn”’t conflict with OTR.

It looks like meetings will move this year to 96D Dutch
Mill Court. Mike Artz, Bob Carts, and Paul Clifford are living
there and you can'i beat that combination. It's really close
to campus and A&P (good place for beer runs!).

Please note that a handful of VWest Virginia Caves we have
visited or intend to visit in the fu ure have been closed.
Because most of us won't be in the area this summer when the
majority of these caves are closed it may not affect you but
please abide by these closings 1f you plan to be around.

CAVL JOUNTAIN CAVE----—-~~ ~--Gated and closed March 15th
" through August 30th.
HOFFHMAN SCHOOL CAVE=w======- Cated and closed Harch 15th -
. through August 30th.
HELLHOLE CAVE---nv e e mm e Fenced and closed September
1st through May 15th.
SINNIT-THORI! I"OUNTAIN--=--=~-~ Both entrances gated and closed
SYSTEM March 15 through August 30th.
. TROUT-=-~-mr e m e m —————— Closed and Posted until further
: notice.
NEW TROUTw-=ww=-=~we=w=w-----Closed and Posted until further
- notice.
HAMILTON=~--c e e m e ~---Closed and Posted until further
. notice.

If you know of any other closings or of any wrong information,
please contact the editor,

Jaime Reep notes that Robins Rift Excavators Ltd. has awarded
MUSG six shares of stock in the company for participation in the
PSC dig over the memorial Day Weekend. Bob Carts, Bob Ebaugh,
Katy Kahle, and Jaime Reep received one share each while Mike
Artz earned two shares for his hard working efforts.
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The Potomac Caver has a very good article cn the reccnt prog-
ress at Robins Rift (up till this recent trip on which an article
appears elsewhere in this issue) of which many HMUSGers have helped
with. Many of the more enjoyablec moments are nentioned. Look
for more on Robins Rift as fall comes!

Spring Var was held at Placksburg, April 25, 1981 with many
topics being discussed within an unusually short period of time.
Some topics included: .

~-Bob & Sue Custard are the new cditors of VAR/FYI,

-tentative plans for a new publication by the Virginia Spe-

leological Survey,

-a comnment that Fraley's Cave had been gated (Fell if I know

where it is!),

-a lengthy report on the Virginia Cave Conservancy.

‘It appears that the next VAR will be held at Thorn Springs Camp-
ground and hosted by PSC. Please note that this is tentative.

CAVING ACCIDEWT BOOK SUMMARY

Last month the booklet American Caving Accidents, 1976-

1979 was sent to all NSS members. It contains interesting ac-
counts of various spelecaccidents and an anaylsis of how they
could have been avoided. Many accidents involved inexperienced
"cavers" who were poorly equipped. For example, entering a cave
with a single light source such as a flashlight. These novice
cavers also got into trouble using unsafe, outdated, and improp-
er vertical technigues and by just being plain ignorant of the
dangers of caving. I hope that all our members fall short of this
foolishness exhibited in these accidents as we have repeatedly
gone over these facets of cave exploration and safety. Accidents
involving experienced cavers were the result of trusting one'cs
ability in places wherec he shouldn'tc have. Lack cf belays on
seemingly easy climbs and traverses and pushing one's physical
limits therefore becoming tired and cold, seemed to be the cause
cr a factor in many cases. Some were unavoidable by any caver
-——it just involved bad luck. Veather, specifically flooding,
caused many entrapments so be aware of weather forcasts before
entering. Hypothermia 'is always a problem when the cave is wet.
Be ready. Wetsuits, pnlastic bags, and space blankets help great-
ly. Proper preparations, sufficient food and equipment and the
constant use of safety techniques will prevent a great majority of
these accidents. Never be afraid to ask for a belay or to tell

a fellow caver that you are tiring and wish to retreat,

This booklet is a very valuable tcol for informing oneself
about cave safety. I suggest that all MUSG members who are not
also NSS members should try to borrow a copy from iHike, Bob,
or me or join the NSS and get one. One of the best ways to
learn what or what not to do is unfortunately from others mis-
takes!

-Jaime Reep
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